
Participant Agreements 

  

I __________________________, hereby commit to year three of Tenders of the Inner Tide/Warriors of 

the Noble Heart Mentorship Journey, acknowledging that while the majority of my individual training 

and our time together as a group promises to be an enjoyable and deeply enriching experience, challenges 

will arise, which may be difficult to face. I understand that it is only through stepping out of my comfort 

zone, challenging myself, and testing the edges of my limitations that I am able to grow to full maturity. I 

will not be held in judgement for my shortcomings or any mistakes that I may make, just as I will not 

judge others. I recognize that my mentor, peers, and other guides throughout this process will be there to 

encourage and support me, just as I will be there to encourage and support them. 

  
Having completed the previous year, I hereby re-commit, to the best of my ability, to the remaining 

duration of this journey, meeting twice monthly, throughout the school year, and attending the entirety of 

our annual rite of passage camp. In addition, I will maintain at home personal training, approved by my 

parents and my mentor. 

  
I recognize that my success in this journey is dependent on my full participation. This may mean that I 

will miss out on other opportunities when conflicts arise. 

  

Participant Signature________________________________ Date___________ 

  

Parent(s) Agreement 

  
I understand that the goal of the mentors and guides of Nature's Mystery Awareness School is to help my 

child mature into an intelligent, compassionate and empowered human being. They will support the 

discovery and development of their unique gifts, inner wisdom and the strength to face the vicissitudes of 

life. During this journey my child will be led to new edges of self-awareness, which may at times create 

circumstances that are not always comfortable for them. I agree to entrust and support my child's mentor 

and guides, as they strive to maintain an environment that is both challenging and supportive. 

 

Tenders of the Inner Tide/ Warriors of the Noble Heart is specifically designed to support my child 

through a major period of transition in their life. Questions regarding human sexuality raised by 

participants will be addressed in the manner that my child's mentor feels most appropriate and helpful for 

both the group and each individual involved. 

  

I recognize that my child’s success throughout this process is dependent on my own willingness to 

prioritize this program when conflicts arise. Such conflicts include but are not limited to: sports, 

performing arts, birthday parties, family outings/vacations, etc. I recognize that my child's mentor will do 

their best to be available to answer questions and discuss the needs of my child throughout the entire 

duration of this journey. I also recognize that they are supporting the needs of many other children and 

their families. I agree to honor their boundaries and limitations of time, or energy. 

 

I understand and accept these agreements and the journey expectations listed below. 

 

Parent Signature________________________________ Date___________ 

 

Parent Signature________________________________ Date___________ 

 

The signatures of all legal guardians of participating child are requested. 
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Expectations 

  

Parent Participation: There are four events for which parent participation is expected: 

  

1) For our Welcoming Ceremony, for all participants, parents, and siblings, between 6:00-8:00pm on a 

weeknight at the beginning of the school year. 

  

2) For one, or two Thursday evening Wisdom Council Gatherings, between 6:00-8:00pm. Each family 

is asked to host a council in their home during the school year.  Each Mother/Father will have an 

opportunity to take part in one council during the school year, when the council is hosted at their family’s 

home.  Also, our last council of the school year, in May, is a special Wisdom Council Gathering, in which 

the boys and girls come together to share this sacred space with their mentors. 

  

Hosting: To create a supportive environment for our Wisdom Council Gatherings, it is essential that the 

space available be kept free of disruptions during the roughly 45 minute-period of our Council. Please 

plan to silence electronic media, turn off wifi, for the health of all participants, and make arrangements for 

pets and siblings to be quietly engaged elsewhere during this time. 

  

3) For the completion of our Rite of Passage Camp. In year three of Tenders of the Inner Tide/Warriors 

of the Noble Heart, the girls/boys and mentors will embark on a three-night camping expedition.  On the 

fifth and final day, we return to base camp for our closing ceremony, where parents, siblings, family and 

friends will have already gathered to celebrate our homecoming and the completion of our journey 

together.  Our closing ceremony will take place at a beautiful natural location within 30-90 minutes from 

Eugene, TBA. 

  

4) For three Parent Wisdom Council Gatherings enabling us to strengthen connections between 

families, share challenges and celebrations, and discuss ways to support the children along their journey 

with Tenders of the Inner Tide/ Warriors of the Noble Heart. Both parents are encouraged to attend all 

parent councils, but at least one parent is expected for each. Our parent councils will take place once at 

the start of the school year for orientation, once mid-year as a check-in, and a final council at the end of 

the year for review and feedback for the coming year. 

  

Transportation: We ask each family to support the transportation needs of this journey in one or more of 

the following ways: financially (covering expenses incurred on behalf of your child), through loaning, or 

leasing a vehicle for journey needs and/or through volunteering to drive, for one or more outings during 

the school year as needed. Transportation expenses are not included in the year’s tuition. Transportation 

fees not to exceed $40 per quarter.  

  

Calendar & Scheduling Flexibility: We will do our best to stick to the journey calendar sent out at the 

beginning of the school year. However there may be circumstances, such as school performances or 

inclement weather conditions, which will force some adjustments. We will do our best to meet the needs 

of all participants and notify you of any changes at the earliest opportunity.  We ask that you do the same 

for any changes in family or school schedules. 
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Absence: In the case that any participant has missed more than three events due to illness or significant 

life events, they will be given an at home assignment to make up in part for the missed experiences. 

While we are asking for a full commitment, we recognize that participants are also committed to other 

activities throughout the year and therefore, hope to find a compromise so that the value and continuity of 

Tenders of the Inner Tide/ Warriors of the Noble Heart is not diminished. 

  

In the event of an anticipated absence, please give the mentor as much notice as possible, as we are 

organizing transportation and activities based on an expectation of attendance. If there is a potential 

conflict due to illness, please let us know no later than 8pm the night before our outing, or council so that 

we will be better prepared to make the necessary adjustments, if needed. 

  

Communication: We will contact you primarily by email, typically twice monthly.  We do our best to 

keep these emails succinct.  They may include important updates, or changes.  We ask that you read 

them in their entirety and respond in a timely manner if an RSVP is requested.  For more urgent 

matters, we will send text messages and make personal phone calls. Communication is essential on all 

ends for ease in coordinating with many families. The mentors agree to read and respond to emails and 

other communications within one week of receiving them and ask that your family makes the same 

commitment. 

  

We aspire to create real and meaningful relationships between mentors and families, as well as from 

family to family.  We ask that if anything arises that is unclear, or uncomfortable, for your family that you 

communicate it with us in a timely manner.   

 

Nutrition: Whatever dietary preferences suit your family's health, religious, ethical, and economic 

considerations will be respected.  However, we do ask that you provide your child with well-balanced, 

nutrient-dense meals and snacks on the days of our Nature Excursions, which will often require a great 

deal of energy.  Processed foods and those with a high sugar content (even organic fruit/vegetable 

sweeteners) dramatically alter the children's ability to focus in group settings.  Please do not 

include these in your child's meals or in snacks shared during our Wisdom Council Gatherings. 

  

Religion/Spirituality: We embrace a culture of religious tolerance and invite participants to share prayers 

or rituals of their given faith with our group. We may also share some wisdom traditions of our own 

ancestors and those of visiting representatives of Indigenous groups worldwide.  Mentors and guides of 

Nature's Mystery Awareness School will in no way attempt to convert participants to any given faith, nor 

will we permit any participating family to do so.  We will encourage a deepening exploration of 

universally held ethical and spiritual practices that foster a sense of interdependence and reverence for 

life. 

  

Weather Preparedness:  Weather can present its own challenges, especially during the wetter and colder 

months, in which we will be engaged outdoors for 5-7 hours.  To ensure that your child will have a 

healthy and enjoyable experience, please be sure that they have the necessary gear to be outside.  

Required gear includes waterproof boots, functioning rain pants and coat, hat, gloves, warm layers (wool 

highly recommended), change of clothes and socks, durable backpack that can withstand getting wet.  
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Financial Commitment: The cost is $1380 for the third year, which includes eight excursions, eight 

wisdom council gatherings, three parent wisdom council gatherings, five-day Rite of Passage camp with 

three overnights, as well as one-on-one mentoring, phone consultations, and journaling. 

  

Full payment, or the arrangement of a payment plan must be confirmed by May 31
th

, 2018.  A 10% 

late registration fee will be applied after this date.  Our policy is not to turn away any child based on 

financial limitations alone. Our scholarship application deadline is Friday, May 25
th

. 

  

Please sign and return this form in person or by mail to Nature's Mystery P.O. Box 741 Cottage 

Grove, OR 97424. 

 

 

 

 

 


